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Background
2

• Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) is funding 
designed to lessen poverty in communities.

• Funds are provided by the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services to the State of Kansas Housing 
Resources Corporation (KHRC), and awarded by formula 
to eight Community Action Programs (CAPs) throughout 
the state. 

• In addition to the formula funds allocated by the KHRC to 
the City of Wichita as a CAP, KHRC also has made 
available 5 percent of its federal award as CSBG 
discretionary funds.  



Background

• The discretionary funds are allocated through a 
competitive Request for Proposals (RFP) process. 

• The Wichita Sedgwick County Community Action 
Partnership, a division of the Housing and Community 
Services Department, prepares the City’s application for 
CSBG discretionary funds.

• In 2016, the City received an additional $20,000 under 
this process.
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Discretionary Project Proposal

• KHRC invites eligible applicants to submit proposals for 
Innovative Projects by July 28, 2017.

• KHRC has earmarked up to $60,000 to support 
innovative community and neighborhood-based initiatives 
related to the purposes of the CSBG Act. 

• The period availability for FFY 2017 
remainder/discretionary funds extends through 
September 30, 2018.
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Review Committee

• The CSBG Review Committee includes 12 
representatives:  8 appointed by City Council; 4 elected 
via Neighborhood Resource Centers

• The committee met on July 13, 2017 to review the KHRC 
Request for Proposals project.

• The proposed project that is in response to the Request 
for Proposals is based on committee recommendation.
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Recommended Funding

• Approximately 28,000 children in Sedgwick County live in 
poverty.  As of May 31, 2017, the Department for Children 
and Families narrows the number to 216 youth between 
the ages of 16 and 18 in the greater Wichita region who 
exited from Foster Care.

• An initiative of the Comprehensive Housing Policy is to 
prioritize housing and job training for youth exiting Foster 
Care.  

6



Recommended Funding

• The CSBG Review Committee recommends requesting 
$30,000 for an Innovative Project.  WSCCAP seeks to 
provide job training for youth exiting Foster Care into 
unsubsidized, long-term stable employment with a local 
emerging and competitive industry sector, which is in 
need of a skilled workforce.  

• The objective of the grant application is to create the 
opportunity for 15 Foster Care youth to receive vocational 
training to promote self-sufficiency and facilitate a natural 
progression from poverty, an overarching CSBG goal.
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Recommended Action

• It is recommended that the City Council approve the Federal 

Fiscal Year 2017 CSBG remainder/discretionary funding 

application in the amount of $30,000 to assist approximately 15 

youth, and grant funding upon receipt, and authorize the 

necessary signatures. 
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